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 Proceedings of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 30th September 2025 at 7:30pm 

  

 
 

 
 
Present:  
   
  Cllr. P. Hastings  
  Cllr. N. Parkinson  
  Cllr. L. J. Oldcon 

Cllr. L. Brown  
Cllr. M. Bell 
Cllr. R. Heath 
 
Jessica Dibble (Parish Clerk) 

 
 
Min 3009-200 Welcome from Chair 
 
Meeting opened at 19:30 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by the Chair, Cllr. P. Hastings, who welcomed all 
members of the Council and the public.  
 

Min 3009-201 Apologies  
 
Preston City Councillor - Cllr. S Whittam 
 
Min 3009-202 Declarations of interests 
 
No declarations of interest were made by members in respect of any items on the agenda. 
 
Min 3009-203 Approval of Minutes   
 
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 19th August 2025 as a 
true and accurate record. 
 
 Proposer:  Cllr. P. Hastings     
 Seconder:  Cllr. N. Parkinson   
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Min 3009-204 Public Time  
 

No members of the public were present. 
 
The Chair, Cllr. P. Hastings, called a motion to bring forward the Broughton Environment Group 
(BEG) update on the agenda, noting that Cllr. L. Brown was unable to remain for the duration of 
the meeting. 
 
Resolved: That the Council agree to bring the BEG update forward (Item 11) to be considered as 
the next item of business. 
 
Proposer: Cllr. P. Hastings 
Seconder: Cllr. N. Parkinson 
 
Min 3009-205 Broughton Environment Group (BEG) 
 
An update was received from Cllr. L. Brown on behalf of the Broughton Environment Group. The 
group requested that the Council consider the installation of planters on the village roundabouts, 
similar to those in neighbouring parishes. It was noted that this had previously been applied for 
and refused; however, Council agreed that the group could reapply for permission. 
 
Cllr. Brown also asked if the village Lengthsman could proceed with repainting the milestones, 
noting that those at Barton had recently been completed. Cllr. P. Hastings advised that she would 
check with Heritage England regarding the necessary approvals before any work is undertaken. 
 
It was further noted that the Women’s Institute (WI) had indicated their willingness to take on the 
ongoing maintenance of the Co-op planter. This was provisionally agreed by Council, but further 
discussions will be required. 
 
The group confirmed that BEG will be inspecting the Public Rights of Way during the autumn 
period. 
 
In a bid to improve the aesthetics of the village, Cllr. L. Brown confirmed that he will obtain 
costings for a ‘Welcome to Broughton’ sign to enhance the character and identity of the area. It 
was agreed that he would present these to Council for consideration at a future meeting. 
The group also requested authorisation for £300 expenditure to cover bulbs, soil, and planter 
improvements for the month of October, and this was approved by Council. 
 
Min 0309-206 Statutory Business  
 
6.1 To note the position of the Grass Cutting and Village Lengthsman tender 
 
The Clerk reported that tenders for grass cutting and village maintenance have been issued with a 
closing date of 15th October 2025. Submissions will be reviewed by the Staffing Committee and 
recommendations will be made to Council at the next meeting.  
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6.2 To start considering proposals for the ‘Budget Challenge’. 
  
Council were asked to begin considering potential projects for the next financial year. Members 
were requested to bring forward any proposals to the next Council meeting and to the upcoming 
Budget Challenge session, accompanied by a full breakdown of costs and supporting information 
for each proposed project. 
 
6.3 Review the adopted ‘Reserves Policy’.  
 

Min 3009-208 Review of the Reserves Policy 
Council reviewed the adopted Reserves Policy and re-ratified the policy for a further 12-month 
period without amendment. 
 
Resolved: That the Reserves Policy be re-adopted for the forthcoming 12-month period. 
 
Cllr. Brown left at 7:56pm  
 
Min 3009-207 Planning  
 
The Planning Lead first reported on historic outstanding applications. 
 

• Application 06/2025/0519 - Land to the south of Whittingham Lane and west of James 
Towers Way, Broughton, Preston. 

 
 Cllr Heath and Cllr Hastings attended a meeting with Wain Homes on 24th September 
 2025. It was noted that a letter has been drafted to Preston City Council expressing 
 concerns regarding the delays associated with the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

• Application 06/2025/0684 - 20 West Crescent, Preston, PR3 5JY 
 
Concerns were raised as the outline plan has been approved with conditions for up to four 
dwellings. Cllr. P. Hastings agreed to contact the planning department regarding the 
conditions.   
 

• Application 06/2025/0698 - King George V Playing Field, Garstang Road, Broughton, 
Preston, PR3 5JB 

 

Council were asked to note the approval with conditions.  
 

• Application 06/2025/0809 - 17 Whittingham Lane, Broughton, Preston, PR3 5DA 

 

 Council to note that we are awaiting the Ombudsman's response to local residents 
 complaints. 
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• Application 06/2025/0824- 517, Garstang Road, Preston, PR3 5JA 

 

 Council to note that the application was approved.  
 

 

Applications for discussion:  

 

Application number: 06/2025/0927 and 06/2025/0968 

Address:  Land to the south of D'Urton Lane, Preston, PR3 5LD 
Description:  Outline application seeking approval for appearance, layout, scale and access from 
D'Urton Lane for 1no. place of worship and associated parking facilities (all other matters reserved) 
(pursuant to 06/2021/0431 to seek variation of condition no.4 approved plans, no.11 levels details, 
no.20 car parking, no.21 cycle parking, and no.24 lighting details) 
 

Council comments: Broughton Parish Council to object to the planning application. A copy of the 
response is detailed here: 59589941542planning.pdf  
 

Application number: 06/2025/0933 
Address: Gas Distribution Station, Durton Lane, Preston, PR3 5LE 
Description:  Prior notification submission for installation of a power backup double-bunded fuel 
store on a concrete foundation with connecting ducts to existing containers 
 

Council comments: No concerns raised regarding this application. 

 

Application number: 06/2025/0943 

Address: 62, Woodplumpton Lane, Preston, PR3 5JL 
Description: Single storey rear extension, the proposed extension would extend beyond the rear 
wall of the original dwelling by 3.75m; the maximum height of the proposed extension would be 
3.48m and 2.97m height at the eaves. 
 
Council comments: No Consultation  

 

Application number: 06/2025/0951 

Address:  6, Kingsway Avenue, Preston, PR3 5JN 
Description:  Two/single storey side extension, two storey rear extension, single storey rear 
extension, and alterations to front porch, following removal of existing attached garage/side 
extension and rear conservatory 
 
Cllr. R Heath declared an interest and therefore did not comment on this application. 

 

Council comments: No objections to the application. 
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Min 3009-208 Financial Matters  
 

8.1 Verbal update from the Chair. 
 

Cllr. N. Parkinson, Chair of Finance, provided a verbal update to the Council. 
 
The Profit and Loss Report and the Budget vs Actual (Year to Date: April–September 2025) had 
been circulated prior to the meeting. Members were reminded that income and expenditure remain 
broadly in line with expectations, with a few notable variances. 
 
Key positive variances include: 

• Bank Interest: £379.82 received against a £100 budget. 

• CCLA Investment Income: £19,386.89 against a forecast of £22,500 which is slightly below 
budget due to timing. 

• Overall income stands at £64,996.71, which is approximately £10,649 below the annual 
budget due to in year timing.  

 
The total CIL receipts for the financial year to date amount to £58,971 maintaining a strong 
reserve position for future allocations. 
 
In relation to expenditure, the administrative and operational spending continues to track below 
budget across most categories. Minor overspends have been noted in professional and 
subcontractor fees, which are within tolerable limits. 
 
The Council’s financial position as of 25 September 2025 remains robust, with expenditure well 
managed and income performance ahead of plan. The CIL balance and precept income continue 
to provide a healthy financial base for upcoming projects. 
 
The Chair requested that all councillors bring their project proposals to the table for the Budget 
Challenge meeting on 5th December.  
 
8.2 Receive a verbal update from the Chair of Finance in relation to the Toll Bar Community Cafés 
recent trustee meeting and financial projections.  
 
Cllr. N. Parkinson, Chair of Finance, provided a verbal update regarding the recent Toll Bar 
Community Café Trustee meeting and the café’s current financial position. 
 
It was noted that the Clerk had not received a copy of the café’s accounts in time for the Council to 
review them ahead of the meeting. During the trustee meeting, it was reported that while the café’s 
revenue streams have improved, staffing costs have increased significantly due to a reduction in 
volunteer support. 
 
The trustees were asked to clarify how the grant funding provided by the Council had been used. It 
was confirmed that the grant monies had been applied towards staff costs. 
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Following discussion, the Council resolved to delegate financial authority to Cllr. N. Parkinson, 
subject to receipt of a full set of accounts detailing a breakdown of expenditure and the allocation 
of Council grant funds, the Council agreed to release the next grant payment of £7,500. 
 

8.3 Finance Reports Circulated  
 
The Chair of Finance, presented on the current status of the Council’s bank accounts (see below). 
The following reports were summarised to Council by the Chair of Finance: Profit and Loss, Actual 
vs. Budget, Bank Reconciliations and transactions to date.  
 
Councillor Parkinson confirmed the accounts as follows:  

 
Unity Trust Bank (Revenue): 
 
➢ Balance as of last Full Council (13.08.2025): £55,255.77 

➢ Outgoing: £10,427.52 

➢ Incoming: £18,401.58 

➢ Balance as of 24.09.2025: £63,229.83 

 

Unity Trust Bank (CIL Interest) 
 
➢ Balance as of last Full Council (13.08.2025): £58,062.53 

➢ Outgoing: £0.00 

➢ Incoming: £3,216.58 

➢ Balance as of 24.09.2025: £61,279.11 

 
CCLA: 

 
➢ Balance as of last Full Council (13.08.2025): £923,235.11 

➢ Outgoing: £14,973.00 

➢ Incoming: £0.00 

➢ Balance as of 24.09.2025: £908,235.11 

 

Total Assets:  

 
Unity:    £124,508.94 
CCLA:    £908,235.11 
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Total Assets:   £1,032,744.05 

 
8.4 Approve Expenditures from 13th August  2025, as detailed in the financial updates report and 
any submitted after the agenda has been issued  

 
Transaction list as published was duly authorised.  
 
Proposer: Cllr. N. Parkinson  
Seconder Cllr. P. Hastings  
 
8.5 To approve the Green Space contribution in the sum of £1,194 for 2025 – 2026 
 
Resolved: Council agreed unanimously to release the payment of £1194.00. The Clerk will chase 
the payment details from Preston City Council.  
 
8.6 To approve the grant to the Toll Bar Community Café in the sum of £7,500 
 
See item 8.2 above.  
 
Min 3009-209 AGAR  
 
The Council noted the conclusion of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for 
the financial year 2024–2025. Members were pleased with the outcome of the External Auditor’s 
Report, which confirmed that the Council’s accounts and governance arrangements were in 
accordance with proper practices. 
 
A formal vote of thanks was recorded to the Clerk for their work in preparing and managing the 
audit process. 
 
Min 3009-210 Broughton Neighbourhood Development Plan 
 
10.1 Parish Action Plan  
 
The Parish Action Plan has now been updated. A copy of the latest version has previously been 
circulated to Councillors and published on the website. 
 
10.2 Progress on the Neighbourhood plan Review 
 

The Chair reported that a meeting had taken place with Fiona Clark, Principal Planning Officer, on 
Monday 29th September 2025 to discuss progress on the Neighbourhood Plan Review. 
 
It was explained that the Council has completed all necessary preliminary work and is currently 
waiting on updated maps from Preston City Council. 
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The Chair is preparing the Basic Conditions Statement, as requested by Fiona Clark. In addition, 
the Chair had spoken with the Clerk of Halton-with-Aughton Parish Council, who had previously 
worked with Fiona on their Neighbourhood Plan. It was noted that the consultancy firm they used, 
Kirkwells, charged a day rate of £560.00. Council noted that Ms. Clark has requested that the 
Basic Conditions Statement be produced in the same format as that used by Halton-with-Aughton 
Parish Council 
 
Min 3009-211 Items for Information 
 
The Chair provided an update following attendance at the Preston Area Committee meeting held 
on 24th September 2025. The meeting was attended by Adrian Phillips, Chief Executive of 
Preston City Council, who gave a presentation on the proposed Local Government Reorganisation 
for Lancashire.  
 
It was noted that Preston City Council’s preferred model is Option 4a, with final submissions due in 
November 2025 and implementation of the new unitary authorities expected by May 2028. It was 
confirmed that there are no immediate changes proposed for parish councils and that existing 
precepts will remain in place until at least 2026/27. 
 
The Committee also discussed the reinstatement of the County Council’s Public Rights of Way 
and Biodiversity Scheme, which is expected to be reviewed as part of the 2026/27 budget.  
 
Min 3009-212 Correspondence  
 
No report had been received from the Lengthsman in time for the Council meeting.  
 
Min 3009-213 of Next Meeting 
 
Finance Committee meeting - Tuesday 11th November 2025 at 6:45pm in The Toll Bar Cottage, 
476 Garstang Road, Preston, Lancashire, PR3 5JB     
 
Full Council meeting – Tuesday 11th November 2025 7:30pm in The Toll Bar Cottage, 476 
Garstang Road, Preston, Lancashire, PR3 5JB. 
 
Meeting closed by Chair, Cllr. P Hastings at 20:42 
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